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in the inhaler, and this amount usually suffices to bring about the
desired degree of anaesthesia. This method is largely practised,
and the remarkably few fatalities recorded indicate that the
horse can inhale concentrated chloroform vapour with com-
parative impunity; but if during a prolonged operation it becomes
necessary repeatedly to administer further amounts of the drug
in order to maintain anaesthesia, then it is proper that the vapour
be administered in a less concentrated form. During the first
stage there is an element of risk in administering concentrated
chloroform vapour, for the reasons mentioned on page 190.
Special care is required in the administration of chloroform
by this method to aged horses and to those in plethoric
condition.
2. Many practitioners administer chloroform to the horse in
the standing position. By this method there is no obstruction
to respiration, such as occurs when the animal is cast and secured.
The stage of excitement is shortened, and the animal assumes
the recumbent position in a short time. Various forms of in-
halers are used for this method, but all of them are designed
so that the supply of air is limited. In order to control the horse
during the stage of excitement it is desirable to have two reliable
assistants. Some practitioners fix the inhaler, containing the
requisite amount of the drug, to the animal's head while in
the stall, before bringing him out into the open field or operating
yard, where he is walked in a circle for five or ten minutes, when
the appearance of swaying and staggering movements indicates
the approach of anaesthesia. After the horse lies down, the stage
of anaesthesia is usually soon established, when the hobbles can
be quietly applied or other means for the restraint of limb move-
ments adopted.
The condition of the corneal reflex in the horse is of uncertain
value as an indication of the proper degree of anaesthesia. In
many instances it persists even when a condition of deep
anaesthesia is reached. Relaxation of the limbs, limp tail,
and the absence of struggling when the horse is sharply struck
on the quarters, are more reliable guides. Slight involuntary
or purposeless movements of the limbs are often observed when
sensitive structures are manipulated or severed, but they are
not necessarily an indication for further administration of
chloroform. These movements are feeble and of short duration,
and are easily distinguished from the struggling which is indica-
tive of pain.
The state of the respirations is the most reliable guide in
indicating the condition of the animal during anaesthesia. Should
the respirations become laboured, shallow, or irregular, the